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Thank you so much for your prayers
and gifts. Without them we couldn’t
train so many eager young people
who want to make a difference in the
world for Christ!
With warmest greetings from the
GST,

Dr. Stephan Holthaus
President of GST
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Friends’ Corner

Building Project
Applied Theology
Not every GST student wants to be a pastor!

Update

Last year we told you about our need for

building was quickly erected. During the

a new building. Our present facilities are

winter construction went smoothly in-
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at the GST, especially in missions and bibli-

became aware of
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etc. My wife and I are considering joining a
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task, and I look forward to passing on what I
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tional and a graduate of the GST

Hannover. My job would be to serve as chap-

have learned to pastors in the Congo, most of

There are still over
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lain there.
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2000 ethnic groups

American mission from his base in

Maren Godau, 2021 B.A. graduate

that do not have the

Florida. At their first meeting the

Jonathan Altstaedt, 2nd-year M.A. student
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done

caught my attention since I love languages.

After two cancellations due

hours. Sponsors agree ahead

of the Giessen School of Theology

with my studies at

I already have a degree in linguistics, and

to Covid, the GST will final-

of time to make a contribu-
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I came to the GST to learn the biblical lan-
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work with people
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the building project. If you
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who, whether due
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FocusGermany@fthgiessen.de
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Lisa Volk, 3rd-year B.A. student
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When

I’m

literally

want to help out, contact

of the spirituals needs there, and

us at sponsorenlauf@fthgiessen.de,

encouraging the faculty, staff, and

thing is that the sponsors don’t have

and we’ll link you up with a student

students of the GST to carry out

to run; they get GST students to do it

who will run for you. You’ll get to know

their calling faithfully and joyfully.

want to help them

for them! On May 20, 2022, the FTH

one of our students, and we’ll raise

The board will be visiting the GST

Editor: Dr. Joel White

get back on track and become strong enough

community will gather at 3:00 p.m. to

some money. Even the German’s call

in May to see how they can better
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to function on their own again. I am here to

run, walk, or bike as far as they can in 2

that a “Win-Win-Situation” (really!).

serve the GST.

Photos: Private / Shutterstock.com

focus germany | Spring 2022

gain a biblical foundation, so that I can lead
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STUDENT IN FOCUS

ALUMNI IN FOCUS

Sophia Rudorf

Joerg-Peter Koch

2nd-year B.A. student

H

M

i! My name is Sophia Rudorf,
I’m 22 years old, and I am a sec-

y name is Joerg-Peter Koch
(aka “JP”), I’m 44 years old. I’m

happily married to Nora, and we have

ond year B.A. student at the Giessen

two wonderful children: Leo, aged 10,

School of Theology. I wasn’t raised in

and Eva, who is 7. I graduated from

a Christian home, but Jesus called me

the Giessen School of Theology in

to be a part of his family when I was

2004. It was there that my heart be-

18. Throughout my teenage years, I yearned to know whether

gan to beat for missions. Both the mission prayer group and

God exists. I knew that if he did, then it would have a dra-

the mission and church-planting courses played an impor-

matic effect on me personally. When I finally did encounter

tant role in shaping me. I enjoyed the good Bible teaching and

Jesus, it was like coming home. My enthusiasm for him and

the close fellowship of Christians, but they convinced me that

his kingdom is boundless, and my heart is set on the most

I wasn’t called to be a typical pastor; my gifts are more in

exciting calling I can think of: introducing other people to him.

evangelism, and I like to think “outside the box”. I wanted

That’s why I decided to study theology here at the GST. I’m

to go somewhere, where few people have ever heard about

very thankful for GTS’s commitment to the authority of Scrip-

Jesus. That’s how we ended up with Overseas Mission Fellow-

ture and its rigorous academic approach. The fellowship with

ship and moved to Japan in 2008. During the first phase of our

other students here is incredibly valuable, too. Even now, I am

ministry, we planted a church. For the last four years we have

often amazed that I have the chance to invest so much time

been living in a small fishing village, trying to live a “salty”

in learning God’s Word. It is a privilege that I hope I will never

life for Jesus so that others develop a thirst for him. I serve

take lightly.

as a coach and mentor of Discipleship and Multiplication for
young Christian leaders throughout Japan. My wife runs our
“open house” and is a trusted friend and counselor of many
women in our area.

If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, please send an email with “Unsubscribe Focus”
in the subject line to FocusGermany@fthgiessen.de, and we will remove you from our mailing list.

I wish to make a donation to the Giessen School of Theology (GST)
I want to make a
gift of

$50

one-time
$100

$500

monthly

annual

other amount $__________

NA ME:

ADDRE SS:

Please make donations at:
Friends of the Giessen
School of Theology

Giessen School
of Theology

Bank of America
Account Number: 8981 2619 1380
Routing Number: 063100277

C I TY, S TAT E, ZIPCODE:

check enclosed (Make your check payable to “Friends of the Giessen School of Theology”)
I would prefer an email receipt.
EM A IL A DDRES S :

Please print legibly for receipting purposes.
All contributions are tax deductible.
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Or send a check to:
Friends of the Giessen
School of Theology
c/o Suzan Hicks, Treasurer
300 Yorkshire Circle
Nashville, TN 37211
USA

